r 




and substitute —filed on 



" and substitute —Serial 



" and substitute —filed on 




At page 1, line 19: Please cjelete "filed on 
January 9, 1997— therefor. 

At page 1 , line 21 : Please delpfe "Serial 
No. 08/781,577- therefor. 

At page 1, line 23: Please deleti 
January 9, 1997— therefor. 

At page 11, lines 22: Please delete "a tissue and synthetic graft" and substitute —a 
tissue and graft— therefor. 
^ At page 11, immediately following line 23: Please add the following sentence: --|as 
used herein, the term "tissue" may refer to any vascular passage or other body organ, and 

the term "gra ft" may refer to any biological or synthetic graft Jp 

At page 17, line S^Pl^se delete "Serial No. " and substitute —Serial 

No. 08/781,578- therefor. 

At page 33, line 20: Please delete "Serial No. and substitute —Serial 

No. 08/781,578- therefor. 

At page 36, line 16: Please delete "SeriaJ'No. " and substitute —Serial 

No. 08/781,577- therefor. 




In the Claims . 

Please amend Claims 1-6, 8-13, 15, 16, 18, 19 and 23. 
Please cancel Claims 17, 20, 24 and 25. 
Please add new Claims 26-66. 

The claims have been reproduced in full below for convenience. 



LZ 
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a flange 
one substantially planar 



1. (Onoe Amended) A surgical [staple] fastener comprising: 
a base having at least one substantially planar surface, 

^endably joined to [one] a first edge of the base and having at least 
surface adapted to cooperate with the planar surface of the base, 
a pin beridably joined to the base at a second e dge of said base [an] opposing 
the first edge, and 

a needle fdr skewering tissues, ox tissue and graft, the needle being 
removably joined to the pin to receive the tissues, or tissue and graft, from the needle, the 
pin and flange capable of binding over the base to fix the tissues, ox tissue and graft, 
to gether, [and comprising a suture needle, wherein the base and the flange each have 
cooperating surfaces to contact and secure on the pin portions of tissues to be joined 
together or portions of a graft tip an artery.] 



2. (Once Amended) A surgical [staple] fastener defined in claim 1 wherein 
the base is configured to be releasably engaged with an associated applying instrument. 

3. (Once Amended) A surgical [staple] fastener for securing portions of 
tissues , or tissue and graft r together [^r portions of a graft to a tissue] comprising: 

base means having at least one substantially planar surface [for securing 
tissues or grafts], 

flange means bendably joihed to [one] aJIrsl edge of the base means and 
having at least one substantially planar surface for cooperating with the planar surface of 
the base means [to secure tissues or grafts] ,\ 



/ 
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pin means bendably jo ned to the base means at a second edge of said base 
[an] opposing the first edge [for holding tissues or grafts], and 

needle means removably joined to the pin means for piercing tissues 4 _or 
tissue and graft, [or grafts and compriling a suture needle], wherein the base means and the 
flange means each have cooperating surfaces to contact and secure on the pin means 
portions of tissues , or tissue and graft, to^ be joined together [or portions of a graft to an 
artery]. 




4. (Once Amended) A surgical [stapfeJ Tastener defined in claim 3 wherein 
the base means includes means for releasably engaging an associated applying instrument. 



5. (Once Amended) An instrument for applying a surgical staple 



comprising: 



an elongated shaft having a distal \end portion, 

a sti^e holder [member] at the distal end petition adapted to engage a staple 
and a needle removably joined to the staple, the staple having a base [having] including at 
least one substantially planar surface, a flange bendably joined to [one] a first edge of the 
base and having at least one substantially planar surface adapted to cooperate with the 
planar surface of the base, and a pin bendably joined to an edge of the base [at an] 
opposing said first edge[, and a needle removably joined^ to the pin, and comprising a 
suture needle], 
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a staple forming member at the distal end portion adapted to bend the pin 
over a substantial portion of the base and to bend the flange over a substantial portion of 
the pin, so that the staple is substantially closed, and 

a handle having a control for actuating the staple forming member. 

6. (Once Amended) An instrument defined in claim 5 wherein the 
elongated shaft has a length and width adapted [to] for use in minimally invasive surgery. 



7. An instrument as defined in claim 5 wherein the base is configured to 
be releasably engaged by the staple holdej,-and tjie handle has a control for releasing the 
staple after it is closed. 




8. (Once Amended) An instrument as defined in claim 5 wherein the staple 



holder [member] is also adapted to articulate the [staple] needle relative to the elongated 
shaft, and the handle has a control for actuating anarticulating mechanism. 



9. (Once Amended) An instrument as defined in claim 5 wherein the 
instrument further comprises a needle removal mjember at the distal end portion adapted to 
remove the needle from the [pin] staple . 



Attorney Docket No.: GNDR9003BIM 
/bim/gdnr/9003.015 



-5 - 



10. (Once Amended) An/instrument as defined in claim 5 wherein: 



[the staple holder memb 
having at least one substantially planar 



contains at least one staple comprising a base 
surface, a flange bendably joined to one edge of the 



base and having at least one substantially planar surface adapted to cooperate with the 



planar surface of the base, a pin bendab 
edge, and a needle joined to the pin and 



y or rotatably joined to the base at an opposing 



v 



the flange each have cooperating surfaces 
tissues to be joined or portions of a graft 



omprising a suture needle, wherein] the base and 
to contact and secure on the pin portions of 
to an artery. 



11. (Once Amended) An/ instrument as defined in claim 10 wherein the 
elongated shaft [comprising at its distal jend portion a staple] has a maximum diameter less 
than about 20 millimeters. 



12. (Once Airfended) An instrument for applying a surgical staple 



comprising: 



an /longated shaft having 
staple holder means at 



tie 



a dista^ndjwrtion, 

distal end portion for holding a staple and a needle 
removably attached to the staple for piercing tissuesfor tissue and graft, the staple 



one^substantially planar surface for securing tissues 



comprising base means having at least 

or grafts, flange means bendably joinel to one edge of the base means and having at least 
one substantially planar surface for cooperating with the planar surface of the base means to 
secure tissues or grafts, and pin means bendably joined to the base means at an opposing 
edge for holding tissues or grafts, [am needle means removably joined to the pin means for 
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piercing tissues or grafts and comprising alsuture needle,] wherein the base means and the 
flange means each have cooperating surfaces to contact and secure on the pin means 
portions of tissues to be joined together or portions of a graft to an artery, 

staple forming means associated with the staple holder means for bending the 
pin means over a portion of the base means, and for folding the flange means over a 
substantial portion of the pin means so that the staple is substantially closed, and 

a handle having control means for actuating the staple forming means. 



13. (Once Amended) An instrument (defined in claim 12 wherein the 
elongated shaft has a length and width adapted [to] for us e in minimally invasive surgery. 



12 wherein the base means 



Ider means, and the handle has control 




14. An instrument as defined in 
includes means for rele^iSabl^ engaging the staple 
means for releasing the staple after it is closed. 



15 v (Once Amended) An instrument as defined in claim 12 wherein the 
staple holder means includes means to articulate the [staple] needle relative to the elongated 
shaft, and the handle has control means for actuating such articulation means. 



16. (Once Amended) An instrument as defined in claim 12 wherein the 
instrument further comprises needle removal meajis at the distal end portion for removing 
the needle from the pin means. 
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[ 17. An instrument as defined in clainx>f2 wherein: 

the staple holder means contains^tleast one staple comprising base means 
having at least one substantially planar surface for securing tissues or grafts, flange means 
bendably joined to one edge of th^ase means and having at least one substantially planar 
surface for cooperating with/tne planar surface of the base means to secure tissues or grafts, 
pin means bendably joified to the base means at an opposing edge for holding tissues or 
grafts, and needl^means removably joined to the pin means for piercing tissues or grafts 
and comprising a suture needle, 

wherein the base means and the flange means each have cooperating surfaces 
to/6ontact and secure on the pin means portions of tissues to be joined or portions of a graft 
to an artery.] 



^Jjy 18. (Onc^ Amended) An instrument as defined in claim [17] 12 wherein the 

^^^^elongated shaft [comprising at its distal end portion a staple] has a maximum diameter less 
than about 20 millimeters A 




^^^^ 19. (Once Amended) A me/hod for attaching soft tissues located in the 

abdominal cavity, cljeSffand ^troperit^ieal space and for attaching a graft to an artery in 
these areas coi^tprising: 

providing an instrument fqf applying a surgical staple having an elongated 
shaft with a distal end portion andWving a staple forming member at the distal end portion 
adapted to bend portions of a stapleX 



\ 
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providing [at Beast one staple to] a staple holder [member] at the distal end of 
the instrument with at least c ne staple, and a needle attached to each at least one staple , the 



at least one staple comprising 
flange bendably joined to ono 
surface adapted to cooperate 



a base having at least one substantially planar surface, a 
edge of the base and having at least one substantially planar 
vith the planar surface of the base, and a pin bendably joined 



to the base at an opposing edg^e, [and a needle removably joined to the pin and comprising 
a suture needle,] wherein the base and the flange each have cooperating surfaces to contact 



and secure on the pin portions 
artery[.] + 



of tissues to be joined together or portions of a graft to an 




's tissue to create at least one opening into the patient's 




incising.a'patieni 

X 1 

abdominal cavity, chest or retroperitoneal space, 

inserting the disUl end of the instnirpefft through the opening, so that the 
distal e^d is disposed in the patient, 

passing the needle [of the staple] through a portion of one tissue, graft or 
artery and through a portion of alsecond tissue, artery or graft, and 

actuating the staple forming member to bend the pin over a substantial 
portion of the base and to bend the flange over a substantial portion of the pin, so that the 
staple is substantially closed. 



[ 20. The method defined in claim lg^herein the method further 

comprises providing a staple further comprismg^a the base is configured to be releasably 
engaged by the staple holder and releasing the staple from the instrument.] 
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21. TheVnethod defined in claim 19 wherein the passing and actuating 
eps are repeated to apply ladditional staples. 




b 



22. The mkhod defined in claim 19 wherein the incising step creates a 
small incision and wherein the inserting , passing and actuating steps are performed by 
minimally invasive surgical procedures. 



23. (Once Amended) The / method defined in claim 19 wherein the shaft of 
the needle [member] is passed through a portion of a first graft or artery and through a 
second [an] artery or graft to form 3 portion of an artery to graft anastomosis. 



[ 24. The method defined in cMim 19 wherein the artery is selected from 

the group consisting of the aorta, the coroj^y arteries, the iliac arteries and the femoral 
arteries.] 

[ 25. The m^0iod defined in claim 24 wherein the artery is at least about 2 

mm diameter or larger. L 




26. (New)^C^urgical staple system for fastening together tissues, or 
tissue and graft, comprising:" 

a first section adapted to be^movably joined to a tissue and/or graft 
piercing implement; and 
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a second section 
gripped by a staple applying in 



adjacent to said first section and adapted to be releasably 
^trument, said first and second sections capable of moving 



from a first orientation, where portions of said first and second sections are spaced apart 
sufficiently to receive the tissues^or tissue and graft, therebetween, to a second orientation, 
where said first and second sections lie in contact with the tissues, or tissue and graft. 



27. (New) A surgical staple as recited in claim 26, further comprising a 
third section adjacent to said second sebtion, said thir^ section capable of being bent with 
respect to said second section. 




28. (New) A surgical staple as recited in claim 26, further comprising a 



piercing implement removably joined to/said first section. 



29. (New) A surgical staple^system for fastening tissues, or tissue and 
graft, /together, comprising: 

a base having a substantially plandf surface and adapted to^b€ releasably 
grippe^ by a staple applying instrument; 

a flange having a substantially planai\su^ce^attached to a first edge of said 
base, said flange capable of moving from a first position, where said substantially planar 
surfaces of said flange and base are spaced apart sufficiently to receive the tissues, or tissue 
and graft, therebetween, to a second position, where said substantially planar surfaces of 
said base and flange lie in contact with the tissues, or tissue and graft; and 
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a pin attached to a second edge of said base different from said first edge, 
ill with a needle, said pin capable of moving from a first 



said pin adapted to releasably jc 
position, where said pin and 



i substantially planar surface of said base are spaced apart 



sufficiently to receive the tissues, or tissue and graft, therebetween, to a second position, 
where said pin and said substantially planar surface of said base lie in contact with the 
tissues, or tissue and graft. 



30. (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim 29 further 
comprising a needle releasably joined to said pin. 




31. (New^A- 
graft, together, comprising: 




pie system for fastening tissues, or tissue and 



^ a staple including at least a first section acjja^ent to a second section, said 

first ar>a second sections capable of moving from^first orientation, where said first and 
secon^k sections are spaced apart sufficiently to receive the tissues, or tissue and graft, 
therebetween, to a second orientation, where said first and second sections lie in contact 



with the tissues, or tissue and graft; and 



\ 



a needle capable of aligning an^ skewering the tissues, or tissue and graft, 
said needle removably attached to one of said fi^st or second sections of said staple. 




32. (New) A surgical fa 
a needle including a first end 
graft, and a second end opposite said 
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assing through tissue, or tissue and 
and 
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an instrument capable of manipulating said needle in a minimally invasive 
procedure such that said needle skewers a first tissue or graft onto said needle, 
aligns said first tissue or graft to a desired position with respect to a second tissue or 
graft, and skewers said second tissue or graft on said needle. 



33. (New) W surgical fastener^ystem as recited in claim 31, further 
comprising manual controls foAci^^^^^Sdimstrument. 




34. (New) A 
comprising automated robotic o 



ical fastene/ system as recited in claim 31, further 
ltrofB^for controlling said instrument. 



35. (New) A surgical mstener system as recited in claim 31, further 
comprising a staple removably attached to Wd needle, said staple capable of fastening said 
first tissue or graft to said second tissue or graft. 



36. (New) A surgical fastened system, comprising: 
a staple including at least first and secondYjoined sections; 
a needle affixed to an end of one section oi\said at least first and second joined 
sections; 

an instrument capable of manipulating said needle in a minimally invasive procedure 
such that said needle skewers a first tissue or graft, aligns said first tissue or graft to a 
desired position with respect to a second tissue or graft, and skewers said second tissue or 
graft, and said instrument capable of folding said at least first and second joined sections 



l: 
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with respect to each other to 
between said at least first and 




sjecure said first tissue or graft to said second tissue or graft 
second joined sections of the staple. 



37. (New) A surgical staple system comprising: 
a staple including first, second and third sections; 
a needle affixed to said fii^t section; and 
an instrument, including: 

a proximal end, 

a distal end opposite said proximal end, said distal end including first means 
for manipulating said needle in a minimally invasive procedure such that said needle 
skewers tissues, or tissue and graft, onto said first section, and second means for 
folding said first and third sections! with respect to said second section, 

means for operatively connecting said'pfbximal and distal ends, and 
at least one hand-actuatecfmechanism hi said proximal end for controlling 
said first means for manipulating said ijeedle and said second means for folding said 
first and thircLsections with respect tqnsaid second section. 



35\ (New) A surgical staple system as rpdted in claim 37, further 
comprising third means in said distal end for removing said needle from said first section. 



39. (New) A surgical staple(syst&m as recited in claim 38, wherein said 
second means for folding said first and third sections with respect to said second section 
and said third means for removing said needle from said first section retract proximally 
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from said distal end to provide a clear line of sight for a surgeon to the needle while said 
first means manipulates said needle. 

40. (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim 37, wherein said 
means for operatively connecting said proximal and distal ends comprises drive rods 
connected between said hand-actuated mechanisms and said first means for manipulating 
said needle and said second meai^s for folding said first and third sections with respect to 
said second section. 



\ 




41. (New) A surgical staple system comprising: 
a staple including first, second and thir^ sections; 
a needle affixed to said first sdction; any 
an instrument, includmg*^ 



a proximal end, 

/ 

iistal e 




for manipulating said needle in 



a distal end opposite saijd proximal end/, said distal end including first means 

a minimallyonvasive procedure such that said needle 
skewers tissues, or tissue and graft, onto said first section, and second means for 
folding said first and third sections with respect to said second section, 

means for operatively connecting said proximal and distal ends, and 
at least one automated robotic mechanism in said proximal end for 
controlling said first means for manipulating said needle and said second means for 
folding said first and third sections with respect to said second section. 
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42. (New) A sur 



ical staple system as recited in claim 41 , wherein said 



means for operatively connecting ! aid proximal and distal ends comprises drive rods 
connected between said automated robotic mechanism and 1) said first means for 
manipulating said needle, and 2) s rid second means for folding said first and third sections 
with respect to said second section! 




43. (New) A surgical staple system for fastening tissues, or tissue and 
graft, together, comprising: 

a staple including a firsii section joined to a second section; and 
an instrument having a proximal and distal end, including: 
means in said distal end for holding said staple, 
means in said distaJ^end for articulating said staple, 

means in said distaTend for bending said first section with respect to 

x \ / 

said second section in ^minimally ifyvasiye procedure, 

^ontrols located remotMy^rom-said dis^l end for actuating said 

staple holding means, said staple articulating meansyand said bending means, and 

connecting means for co^nectin^said controls in the proximal end 

with the staple holding means, said stapl^irticulating means, and said bending 

means in said distal end. 



44. (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim 43, further 
comprising a needle affixed to said staple for skeweriiag the tissues, or tissue and graft, and 
for locating the tissues, or tissue and graft, in a desiredWsition with respect to the staple. 



j Att< 
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45. (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim 44, wherein said 
needle is articulated by said means for articulating said staple. 



46. (New) A surgical stapl 



system as recited in claim 45, further 



comprising means for removing said needle fiom said staple. 




47. (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim 46, wherein means 
for bending said first section with respect to said second section and said means for 
removing said needle from said staple retract proximally from said distal end to provide a 
clear line of sight for a surgeon to said needle while\said means for articulating said staple 
articulates said needle. 

48. (New) An instrument including distal-and-f^roximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together with justaple in a minimally Anvasive surgical 



procedure, the staple including a^base, a flange attached to a first edge of said base, and a 



pin attached to an edge of said base other than the first edge, the pin having 



^a^edle 



removably mounted thejfeon for skewering the tissues, or tissue and graft ^comprising: 
a staple holder in the distal end for holding the\ staple^and needle; 
means in the distal end for articulating said staple holder, to manipulate the 

needle such that the needle skewers the tissues, or tissue and graft, on the needle in a 

desired position with respect to each other, and positions the tissups, or tissue and graft, on 

the pin; 

means in the distal end for removing the needle fromA the staple; 



LI 
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a staple forming member in the distal end, including: 



means for 
means for 



sending the pin down over the base, and 
iending the flange down over the pin and base; 



controls located remotely from said distal end for actuating said means for 
articulating said staple holder, said\ieans for removing the needle, and said staple forming 
member; and 

connecting means spanning between the distal and proximal ends of the 
instrument for connecting said controls to\said means for articulating said staple holder, 
said means for removing the needle, and said staple forming member. 



49. (New) An instrument including distal and proximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together as recited hrdaim 48, ^herein said means for 
removing the needle from th^staple and said staple^ forming member retract proximally 
from said distal end to/provide a clear line of sight fq* a surgeon to said needle while said 
eans for articulating said staple holder manipulates 



50. (New) An instrument including distal and proximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together as recited in claim 48^wnterein said controls comprise 
hand-actuated controls. 

51 . (New) An instrument including distal and proxikial ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together as recited in claim 48, wherein sa^d controls comprise 
automated robotic controls. 



Attorney Docket No.: GNDR9003 BIM 
/bim/gdnr/9003.015 



18 - 



4 



J 

/) An mk 



52. (New) An ii^trument including distal and proximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together as recited in claim 48, wherein said controls and said 

)rise an automated robotic system for actuating said means 
for articulating said staple holder, said means for removing the needle, and said staple 
forming member. 



connecting means together com] 



53. (New) An instrument including distal and proximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, togethenas recited in claim 48, further comprising a motor, 
controlled by said controls, for actuating said colinScting means. 



54. (New) An instrument inc4udiogjdistal.and.proximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together as recited in claim 48, further comprising pneumatic 
means, controlled by saut controls, for actuating said coi>n£cting means. 

55. (New) An instrument including distal and proximal ends for fastening 
tissues, or tissue and graft, together as recited in claim 48, further comprising hydraulic 
means, controlled by said controls, for actuating said connecting means. 



56. (New)sA method of fastening together tissues, or tissue and graft, in 
a minimally invasive procedure, cbmprfsjng the steps of: 

(a) delivering a distal endfoiHSn^ndoscopic instrument through an incision in the 
outer body wall to a site where a first ti^qe or graft is to be fastened to a second 
tissue or graft; and 
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(b) >sewing the first tissue or graft to the second tissue or graft with the 
endoscopic instrument. 




57. \ (New) A method of fastening together tissues, or tissue and graft, as 
recited in claim 56, farther comprising a step (c) of fastening together the first tissue or 
graft to the second tissue or graft sewn together in said step (b) with a staple provided on 
the distal end of the instrument. 

58. (New)\A method of fastening together tissues, or tissue and graft, in 
a minimally invasive procedure, comprising the steps of: 

(a) skewering a first ](i&5ug or^graft onto a needle held by an instrument in a 
minimally invasive proc 

(b) aligning the first tissue or graft skewered on the needle in said step (a) to a 
desired apposition with respec\ to a second tissue or graft in a minimally invasive 
procedure; and 

(c) skewering the second tissiie or graft onto the needle in the desired apposition 
identified in said step (b) in a minimally invasive procedure. 

59. (New) A method of fastening together tissues, or tissue and graft, as 
recited in claim 58, further comprising a step (ch of fastening the first tissue or graft to the 
second tissue or graft in the desired position withyespect to each other identified in said 
step (b). 
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160. (New) A method of fastening together tissues, or tissue and graft, as 
recited in claim\59, further comprising the step (e) of removing the needle from the 
instrument and first and second tissues or grafts prior to said step (d) of fastening the first 
and second tissues W grafts together. 

61. (New) A method of fastening together a first tissue or graft and a 
second tissue or graft in a minimally invasive procedure by a fastener including at least first 
and second joined sections Xcomprising the steps of: 

(a) positioning the first tissue or graft and the second tissue or graft in a desired 
relation to each other on one section of the fastener in a minimally invasive 
procedure; and Yf<7 

(b) folding the at leastfirst and second sections of the fastener with respect to 
each other in a minimally invasive procedure to trap and fasten together the first 
tissue or graft and the second tissue or graft between the at least first and second 
sections of the fastener. \ 

62. (New) A method on fastening together a first tissue or graft and a 
second tissue or graft as recited in claim 6lV wherein said step (b) of folding the at least 
first and second sections of the fastener withVespect to each other comprises the steps of: 

(c) folding the one section of the fastener with the first and second tissues or 
grafts positioned thereon down over a second section of the fastener; and 

(d) folding a third section of the fastener down over said first and second 
sections of the fastener. 
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63. (New) A method of fastening together a first tissue or graft and a 
second tissue or graft by\a fastening system including a fastener having at least first and 
second joined sections and a section adapted to pierce tissues and/or grafts, and an 
instrument for applying the\fastener in a minimally invasive procedure, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) delivering the fastener to the site where the first tissue or graft is to be 
fastened to the second tissue or graft by the instrument through an incision in the 
outer body wall; 

(b) skewering the first t\ssji£ or graft onto a section of the fastener in a 
minimally invasive procedv 

(c) aligning the first ti£stfe\ or graft skewered on the fastener in said step (b) in a 
desired position to the second tissue or graft in a minimally invasive procedure; 

(d) skewering the second tissue or graft onto a section of the fastener in a 
minimally invasive procedure; ant 

(e) folding the at least first and second sections of the fastener with respect to 
each other in a minimally invasive procedure to trap and fasten together the first 
tissue or graft and the second tissue of graft between the at least first and second 
sections of the fastener. 



64. (New) A method of fastening together a first tissue or graft and a 
second tissue or graft as recited in claim 63, wherein said step (e) of folding the at least 
first and second sections of the fastener with respect to each other comprises the steps of: 
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(f) folding the one section of the fastener with the first and second tissues or 
grafts positioned tnereon down over a second section of the fastener; and 

(g) folding a third section of the fastener down over said first and second 
sections of the fastener. 




65. (New) Aunethod of fastening together a first tissue or graft and a 
second tissue or graft as recited Wcjaim 63, wherein said step (b) of skewering the first 
tissue or graft onto a section of tnk^stener and said step (d) of skewering the second tissue 
or graft onto a section of the fastener comprises the steps of: 

(f) skewering the first and second tissues or grafts onto the section of the 
fastener adapted to pierce the first and second tissues or grafts; and 

(g) moving the first and second tissues or grafts onto a section of the fastener 
adjacent to the section of the fastener adapted to pierce tissues. 



66. (New) A method of fastening together a first tissue or graft and a 
second tissue or graft as recited in claim 65 \ further comprising the step (h) of removing 
the section of the fastener adapted to pierce tissues or grafts from the fastener. 
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